
Loddon Valley Ramblers Committee Members

Chair Christine Harvey 07775 860169
cdharvey1@yahoo.co.uk

Secretary Keith Brill 0778 046 4115
kabrillsa@gmail.com

Treasurer Martyn Brice 0118 978 7276
martynbrice@yahoo.co.uk

Membership Mike Evans 0118 944 1400
Secretary canfordservices@hotmail.co.uk

Walks Organiser Nick Johnson 0118 932 8758
nickjohnson@hotmail.co.uk

Footpath Secretary Steve Vale 07740 406869
(also Countryside & Access) stevevale1@aol.com

Publicity Officer Bobbi Ginty 01344 772 267
bobbiginty14@gmail.com

Newsletter Editor Graham Croucher 0118 978 2866
graham.croucher4@gmail.com

Social Secretary vacant

Website Jo Fox 0118 934 4704
jo@djfox.plus.com

Committee Member Richard Hatton 0118 988 4118
richardahatton@yahoo.co.uk

How far is that in kilometres?

Miles 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15

Km 1.6 3.2 4.8 6.4 8.0 9.7 11.3 12.9 14.5 16.1 17.7 19.3 20.9 22.5 24.1
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LODDON VALLEY RAMBLERS' NEWSLETTER
January to April 2021

Happy New Year!
I am writing to you on a cold, grey January morning,
surrounded by bad news following a very different
Christmas to the one I had imagined. I expect a lot
of you are in the same boat.
There were so many cancellations, postponements,
and disappointments in 2020 but as a committee
we are hoping some events will be resurrected
during the coming months: provisional dates 10th
July for the Summer Social and 1st October for the
Anniversary Dinner
Looking out of my window at a totally waterlogged
flowerpot, I can see bulbs sprouting. Maybe by the
time they are in flower some of us will have been
vaccinated and we are able to start meeting again.
On a positive note, last year in spite of lockdown,
six new gates were installed in Remenham, Hurst,
Aborfield and Finchampstead. More are planned
for this year. Huge thanks to all those involved.
Also, my heartfelt thanks must go to everyone
involved in our walks programme who, despite
lockdowns and tiers, managed to get a lot of us
walking. I know as soon as restrictions are lifted
you will snap back into action.
Do keep in touch with each other and if you know a
member who could do with a phone call, do let me
or someone on the committee know.
Keep warm, fit and upbeat for 2021.
I look forward to seeing you all again soon.

Christine Harvey
Chair

New members
Welcome to: Karl G, Nigel McF, Elizabeth McK, Ms I
E, Mrs Paula M, Mary B, Catherine J, Hannah C,
Marieke C,Stephanie McC, Helen F, Adam C, Teresa
C, Mrs Alla K, Ms Alison W, Mrs Jennifer C, Mr Dean
I, Mrs Kerry C, Pauline B, Tess F, Roger T, Lizzie H,
Peter H, Sally H, Stephen K.

In memoriam
Derek Johnson died on 16th December. He became
our footpath warden for Swallowfield in the 1990s
and gave us many years of service until he stood
down in the summer of 2019. He served under a
number of footpath secretaries who would have
welcomed his efforts.

Email
You are receiving this communication because we
believe that it would be of interest to you as a
member of Loddon Valley group and you have
previously asked to be kept informed of the
Ramblers work by post. If you no longer wish to
receive communications like this please let us know.
You can email ramblers@ramblers.org.uk, change
your preferences online at
ramblers.org.uk/myaccount or call (0)20 3961 3300.
Very occasionally it is necessary to add a walk or
cancel one or change the meeting place
arrangements, and we notify all our mailing list
members when that happens. Please join our
mailing list. We'll only write to you when necessary,
won't send out weekly or monthly emails and won't
share your address with anyone else. Sign up here:
http://eepurl.com/XGC4P or unsubscribe from the
link in any of our occasional messages. The signup
link is also on the News page of our website. This is
required even if you supplied an email address
when you joined Ramblers, since no permission for
us to use it was given then.
Email kabrillsa@gmail.com if you would prefer to
receive your newsletter by email.

Walking partnerships
Loddon Valley are proud to be affiliated to the
Walking Partnership. Help support our group by
booking your walking holidays with Ramblers
Walking Holidays, Chapters Experience Holidays,
Adagio or Load off your back and nominate Loddon
Valley Ramblers when booking to ensure we
receive vital funds through the walking partnership.
See www.thewalkingpartnership.org.uk for details.

Facebook
Loddon Valley Ramblers Facebook page is now
available for news of walks, weekends etc. Follow
www.facebook.com/groups/623821047752746/ to
access it, or search Facebook for “Loddon Valley
Ramblers”.

Advice on Insects, and ticks in particular
Insects on walks at best are an irritation, but can
also be carriers of deadly diseases, even in the UK.
Scottish midges can make a walk in the glens very
unpleasant, but a tick bite can lead to Lyme Disease
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and other dangerous infections. The Ramblers’
website gives some sensible advice at
http://www.ramblers.org.uk/advice/safety/insects.
aspx, with a helpful link to the Lyme Disease
Society. There is also a good fact sheet at
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/tick
-bite-risks-and-prevention-of-lyme-disease.
The basic advice is to be vigilant, starting with
prevention by assessing how likely you are to
encounter insects on a particular walk and
protecting yourself by covering up appropriately
and/or using insect repellent. Then after a walk,
check yourself (and any pets) for ticks, carefully
remove any you find and if you show any
symptoms seek medical advice.

Forthcoming events
 LEADERS' DINNER Friday 21st January

Postponed.
 BARN DANCE 19th March

Cancelled.
 Copy date for next newsletter Fri 27th March
 YORKSHIRE DALES WEEKEND 23rd-26th April

This was rebooked from April 2020 and is fully
booked. Craiglands Hotel has agreed to move
the cancellation deadline to 28 days before the
arrival date with no charge. A decision will be
made before 19th March, the date by which the
balance has to be paid.

 BELLEVAUX HOLIDAY 10th -17th/20th June
The main hotel is full with our group already
booked for this year. It has 3 double rooms, one
with a terrasse, and 2 without balconies or
terrasse, in an annexe. There are also some very
simple rooms – 6 double and 2 single – in their
holiday home. There are no balconies so there is
no single supplement charged. This makes room
for another 20 people. Barbara ( 0118 940 3158)
can explain all this to anyone who enquires. See
the Newsletter page on our web site for more
information.

 SUMMER SOCIAL Saturday 10th July
This will be held at Barkham Village Hall; details
to follow.

 COACHWALKS Summer 2021
Graham and Ann Stagg are hoping to restart
these.

 BOURTON ON THE WATER 24-27th September
See the article later in the newsletter.

 LVR’s 25th-ANNIVERSARY WALK AND DINNER
Friday 1st October.
Details to follow.

 HOPE COVE WEEKEND Spring 2022
 KESWICK HOLIDAY Summer 2022

Footpaths
THE CORONA VIRUS
When I wrote my last article, back in April, all
Ramblers’ activities had just been suspended for
the first time. LVR’s group walks had been brought
to a halt, and our regular walkers were thus
debarred from their usual walking activities.
I was worried at the time that paths might not be
used and would become overgrown and disappear.
Little did I know that, in fact, the corona virus
restrictions would lead to a huge increase in the
use of the network, with paths (particularly some
of the more obscure ones) being used more than
ever. The second lockdown, in November, has had
a similar affect – a fine Sunday afternoon on 22nd
November brought out more walkers than any of
us could remember seeing.
The result is that the network is in a pretty healthy
condition and that, where there are problems,
these have been notified and hopefully will have
been attended to. Inevitably, greater use of paths
has led to friction with some landowners at times,
although the biggest issue seems to be cycling on
footpaths. Just to be clear, cycling is not permitted
on public footpaths, although it is allowed on
bridleways and byways.
Another issue which has been raised relates to
improved signposting. It has been suggested that
better signposting would particularly help new
walkers, and it would be helpful if more signs
showed path destinations. I am not sure if funds
could be found to replace all existing signs but, if
you are aware of any situation where the lack of a
sign confuses walkers and leaves them unsure of
the route, please let me know.
CONVERTING STILES TO GATES
All Ramblers’ voluntary activities were also
suspended between April and August, which
delayed the installation of gates. I am pleased to
say, once this suspension was lifted, our volunteers
were swiftly back in action, with gate installations
in Hurst, Arborfield, Finchampstead and
Remenham.
The period of suspension was also used to create a
list of all the remaining stiles in Wokingham
Borough, and then to use this list to set priorities
for future conversions to gates. We will be seeking
to implement these priorities as fast as we can,
calling on help from the Borough and parish and
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town Councils. As ever, obtaining landowner
permission and funding will be the main problem,
but we already have consent for another four gates
in Finchampstead in the spring of 2021, and I am
hopeful of getting permission to convert another
three in Arborfield soon.
GREENWAYMARK 2
Wokingham Borough Council’s plans for a second
Greenway, which will run from Arborfield to
Cantley Park in Wokingham, via the Coombes and
Woosehill, are steadily advancing. The Wokingham
end of the route is due to open first, although
unfortunately this will now follow a less attractive
route than the one across Joel Park which was
originally envisaged.
There are more challenges to come before the
route can be completed, not least creating a route
through the Coombes which is separated from and
does not conflict with vehicular use of Coombes
Lane and Cole Lane.
ARBORFIELD BY PASS and THE GREEN BRIDGE
The new Arborfield by-pass road is now open. If
you have not already done so, take a walk along
Arborfield Footpath 17, which runs from the
(current) A327 just south of Arborfield Cross
towards Farley Hill. This path crosses the new road
by means of an impressive Green Bridge. It has
been formally named the Observer Bridge by
Arborfield and Newlands Parish Council, but most
members of our group will call it Ray Sharp’s bridge,
given the efforts Ray made to ensure it was built.
If you want to see what the alternative might have
been without Ray’s input, walk along Arborfield
Footpath 22 (which runs north west from Pound
Copse, off Greensward Lane) where you will have
to negotiate a flat crossing of a busy road.
There is also a new pedestrian/cycleway along the
eastern side of length of the new road.
RIGHTS OF WAY IMPROVEMENT PLAN
Following the publication of Wokingham Borough
Council’s 2020 – 2030 Rights of Way Improvement
Plan, back in April, LVR has identified 10 new rights
of way that it would like to see created at an early
stage. These are under discussion with the Council.
LOST PATHS
You may have seen publicity from the Ramblers’
Lost Path Project (“Don’t Lose Your Way”) which
suggests that over 50 miles of potential “lost” paths
have been found in Wokingham. The next phase of
the project is to examine all these potential paths
and see how many of them meet the criteria which

could enable them to be reclaimed as rights of way
before the 2026 deadline. I have now seen a map
of these paths, and have to report that, in quite a
few cases, the possibility of reclaiming them will be
remote – they cross the motorway, or cross areas
which have been built on or are now used for
purposes incompatible with a public right of way
(for instance, one goes across one of the Dinton
Pastures lakes). However, there will be number of
lost routes whose reinstatement as public rights of
way is worth pursuing, and LVR will work with the
project on reclaiming these. More details at
https://dontloseyourway.ramblers.org.uk
SLOWWAYS
A new project to create a network of walking
routes connecting Britain’s towns and cities, called
Slow Ways, was launched in the autumn of 2020.
The project, which is independent of the Ramblers,
aims to encourage use of the Slow Ways routes to
walk between neighbouring settlements, or
combine routes for long distance journeys. There
was a brief discussion at our AGM, where LVR
indicated its support for the project and agreed to
encourage its members to sign up individually to
help with it.
I attended a Slow Ways webinar on 15th December
to find out more about Slow Ways. The plan is to
create a network of paths which provide easy and
safe routes between villages, towns and cities
which can be used without dependence on cars,
with the aim of encouraging town to town walking.
Unlike national trails and long-distance paths, these
routes will deliberately start and finish at locations
where there are facilities such as hotels, shops, bus
and rail stations. An example would be Henley-on-
Thames to Maidenhead. They will be designed so
that they pass facilities like local shops, cafes and
pubs en route.
Once designed, the Slow Ways network will be
available on a national website, to enable user to
plan short journeys or (by linking several routes)
longer ones.
The project is in two phases. Phase 1, which is
already complete, was an exercise in drafting likely
routes for the whole of Great Britain. 7,000 routes
have been sketched out, with a total length of
100,000 km. Phase 2 is exploring and testing these
routes, and this is where assistance from
volunteers is sought. Volunteers will be asked to
select one or more of the draft routes (from the
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Slow Ways website), attempt to follow it and
report back on its nature features and suitability.
The launch week for Phase 2 was intended to be
23rd to 30th January 2021, and the aim was to have
as many of the routes as possible verified by
volunteers that week. However, lockdown means
that the launch has been indefinitely postponed.
If you are keen to volunteer, details can be found at
https://slowways.uk. There is also a recording of
the webinar on Youtube at:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bTu030Nw6X
E&feature=youtu.be
WALKS IN EARLEY
A small group of LVR members worked with Earley
Town Council last autumn to design a series of
walks in Earley. In all, there are 16 walks of varying
length, from 1 mile up to nearly 8 miles, mainly
based on park land in Lower Earley, Thames Valley
Park and the University/Whiteknights Park. The
walks can be found at https://www.earley-
tc.gov.uk/walks

Happy walking
Steve Vale

Selworthy weekend 16-19th October 2020
The flyer and booking form for the autumn
weekend at HF Holidays’ property, Holnicote House,
at Selworthy, Exmoor went out to all LVR members
in mid-December 2019. By early January 2020 the
weekend was fully booked, with 50 members keen
to sample the delights of walking on Exmoor and
the North Somerset coast. At that time little did we
know of the horrors that were to come with
coronavirus!
By the end of March Covid 19 had well and truly
arrived, resulting in restrictions and lockdowns,
which caused the LVR trips to Ilkley in April and to
Bellevaux in June to be cancelled. However, it was
hoped that the effects of Covid would all be over by
the end of the summer and the Selworthy weekend
would not be affected. That was not to be and all
through the summer there were doubts about
whether the weekend would go ahead. By late July
HF Holidays had re-opened a number of its houses
and we were informed that our October weekend
could go ahead but that to enable them to comply
with Covid restrictions and safeguards the capacity
of Holnicote House had to be reduced by 25%. This
meant that we had to reduce our numbers from 50
down to 37. Amazingly, exactly 13 persons opted
not go on the weekend for health or other reasons.

In September the organisers and walk leaders
spent a sunny weekend at Selworthy planning and
pre-walking the various walks. However, it
remained touch and go right up to a few days
before the October weekend as to whether the
government would introduce new restrictions on
hotels and guest houses so that it would have to be
cancelled. Happily, all was well and the weekend
was able to go ahead. 36 delighted walkers arrived
at Selworthy in fine weather on the afternoon of
Friday 16th October looking forward to a weekend
of walking and socialising (sadly Bobbi G. could not
attend due to a fractured elbow).
In Holnicote House appropriate Covid safeguards
were in place and at meals and in the bar and
lounges there could be no more than 6 persons at a
table. The HF staff were well organised and the
food was very good and plentiful. Although we
could not be as free and easy as normal we were
able to socialise and there was a happy and lively
atmosphere throughout the weekend.
The organisers and walk leaders had decided that
all of the walks should start and finish at Holnicote
House to avoid any issues about car sharing and
finding suitable car parks. On the Friday afternoon
at 2pm there was a 4-mile walk up to Selworthy
Beacon and back via Selworthy church. The steep
ascent of over 800 feet through Selworthy Woods
was taken at a relatively slow pace and was
rewarded with splendid views of the coast and
inland to Exmoor from Selworthy Beacon. At 3pm
there was a shorter and easier walk of about 3
miles to Selworthy church and back. It so happened
that the two groups arrived at the church at about
the same time and hearty greetings were
exchanged.
Saturday morning dawned fine and there were
three walks on the programme – a long, a medium
and a short walk. Fortuitously, the numbers on the
three walks were split more or less evenly. On the
short walk there was a little confusion at the start
as to the route from Holnicote House but all was
well and the 5½.-mile walk took in West Luccombe
and Porlock, part of the coastal path, and a scenic
route back through Allerford. The medium walk of
9½ miles went inland via the Coleridge Way and
Horner Hill up to Webber’s Post where there were
good views of Dunkery Hill and Dunkery Beacon.
The route continued via Brockwell and Huntscott
and back to Holnicote House. The long walk of
about 13½ miles also went up to Webber’s Post
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and then continued with a fairly difficult ascent on
narrow paths through the heather to join the main
track up to Dunkery Beacon, at 1705 feet the
highest point on Exmoor. As the group made its
way up, the Beacon was in mist but by the time the
summit was reached it had cleared and there were
good views in all directions. The route back was via
a steep descent into the Horner Valley, a long uphill
section through Horner Wood and then down to
West Luccombe and home.
After negotiations with the manageress at
Holnicote House she agreed that our social events
could go ahead on the Saturday and Sunday
evenings with the taking of appropriate Covid
precautions. Nick J. cleverly set up his microphone
and loudspeaker equipment so that there was a
speaker in each of two rooms where we were
seated at tables of no more than 6 persons and on
the Saturday evening he conducted a very
enjoyable quiz. The winning team (well-practised
pub quizzers) was rewarded with splendid prizes of
mini bottles of wine.
On the Sunday we were again blessed with fine
weather. The short walk of about 6 miles included
the steep route up towards Selworthy Beacon,
again taken at a leisurely pace, and then went
across to Bossington Hill with views of Porlock Bay
and the Welsh coast. The return was via Selworthy
Beacon and down through the woods to Selworthy.
The coast also featured in the medium walk of 9½
miles and took in Porlock and Porlock Weir,
returning via a section of the South West Coastal
path, Bossington and Allerford. The long walk was
about 12½ miles and proceeded through Porlock to
the beach and then slightly inland to Bossington.
There was then a gradual climb up the coastal path
to Hurlstone Point, with great views, followed by a
steepish ascent through Hurlstone Combe to
Bossington Hill. As the group toiled up the hill they
could see at the top the group on the short walk
who greeted them with a guard of honour formed

with their walking poles. The long walk continued
north along the “rugged” section of the coastal
path with steep ascents and descents before
turning to the west and Selworthy Beacon. The
group then descended to Selworthy where they
paused at the tearooms for a well-earned cream
tea.
On the Sunday evening, after a presentation to the
HF staff and the walk leaders, Nick J. provided the
entertainment with a session of musical bingo
which was great fun, the various winning teams
being awarded prizes of luxury chocolate bars.
Several stalwart walkers participated in the final
walk on the sunny Monday morning. This was a 5-
mile walk through the Holnicote estate and up to
Webber’s Post through the Luccombe Plantation,
returning via Horner Hill and Horner.
Overall, the weekend was a great success, with
everyone just glad to have some time away in
glorious countryside and good company amid all
the angst of the pandemic. Much gratitude is due
to the HF staff, Nick J. and all the walk leaders for
making it so enjoyable.

John Reddihough

Bourton On The Water 24-27th September
I am pleased to confirm to all 40 members who
have signed up will be going to Bourton On The
Water. It really is a lovely location, right in the
middle of the town. This number allows us sole
occupancy of the building during the weekend.
Let’s hope that life has returned to some form of
normality by September.
Our resident M.C. Nick J has a better gig offer over
our weekend; we will arrange a form of
entertainment for our holiday. However Nick’s
usual production will be a hard act to follow.
Let’s all hope that the vaccine roll-out continues at
a pace to allow us to get back to group walking, and
life in general.

Mike Evans
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FOOTPATH OFFICERS

Area Footpath
Secretary

Ruth Howse
footpaths@berkshireramblers.org.uk

Group Footpath
Secretary

Steve Vale 07740 406869
stevevale1@aol.com

Parish Footpath Wardens

Arborfield Graham Powell 07940 812031
grpwll@gmail.com

Barkham/Winnersh John Andrews 0118 977 4183
johnguardian@btinternet.com

Charvil Ian McKie

Earley Steve Vale 07740 406869
stevevale1@aol.com

Finchampstead West Nick Johnson 07785 257992
nickjohnson@hotmail.co.uk

Finchampstead East Jane Thomas 0118 978 4319

Hurst David Moffett 0118 978 0994
davidrmoffett@yahoo.co.uk

Remenham Dougal Munro 0118 924 1979
dougalmunro@hotmail.com

Shinfield Ray Sharp 0118 969 2735
ramblerray@gmail.com

Sonning Helen Tranter 0118 961 6600
hetranter@hotmail.com

Swallowfield Graham Croucher 0118 978 2866
graham.croucher4@gmail.com

Twyford/Ruscombe Gerald Wise
g.d.wise@btinternet.com

Wargrave Keith Sykes 0118 940 3954
sykeskeith0@gmail.com

WokinghamWithin Ian Mackenzie 0118 996 1571
idm@macks.org.uk

WokinghamWithout Angus Ross 07944 877806
a.ross533@btinternet.com
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